Gold Rush Projects

    As a part of our unit on the California Gold Rush, students will create a gold rush project.  You may choose a project from the list below.  Students can work with a partner on the video, but the other projects must be completed independently.  This will be homework and no class time will be given for project work. Your projects should include information other than what has been covered in class. 

Time Table:

•By Friday, March 9, students will need to tell Mrs. McConnell in writing which project they have chosen to do and if they are working individually or with a partner.

•On Friday, March 21, students will need to turn in a paragraph describing what they have done on their projects so far and what they still have to do.

•On Wednesday, April 18 projects are due.

Project Ideas:

Gold Rush Travel Brochure:

Students can choose to take on the role of an 1840s travel agent and make a travel brochure which will encourage customers to travel to the gold fields of California. The brochure should include illustrations and text about the different modes of transportation available to the customer for the trip, the different cities to which the customer might travel, what type of entertainment would be available and the possible accommodations once the journey has been complete.

Stories or Poems based on Authentic Photographs of Mines

Students can look through books or other sources to find photographs of authentic California Gold Rush miners. Once photographs have been found, students can either create a story or write poems about miners.  The content of the story or poems should include fictional information about their backgrounds, experiences in the gold fields, and luck in the mines.  Copies of the photos should be made to turn in with the stories/poems.

Design and Map a Gold Rush Town

Students can choose to design their own gold rush town. Students will need to decide what types of buildings and businesses will be in the town and where they will be located.  Students will need to create a map of this town that is made to scale and includes a legend that will help people understand how to use it.  Color should be used to help designate bodies of water, mountains, etc. A key of the gold rush town will need to be included.

This map should not be three-dimensional.

Camp Newspaper

Students can create an 1849 or 1850 mining camp newspaper.  The newspaper should feature different sections like world news, local news, sports, business, entertainment, etc.  Comic strips and advertisements would also be welcomed additions.  The articles can be about fictional people and events, but they should be based on facts that reflect life in the mining camps and in San Francisco during the gold rush.

Camp News Video

Students can plan, write, and perform in the type of “nightly news program” they think that the Forty-Niners would have had if modern day technology had been available during the 1840s.  Students will need to plan what types of segments will appear in their program (i.e. local news, world news, weather, sports, investigative reporting, commercials, etc.).  Please include information that has not been covered in class in your video. They will make a videotape or DVD of their news program to give to Mrs. McConnell.  Please talk with Mrs. McConnell regarding the type of recording device you will be using, as we are not able to accommodate all forms of recorded material. At this time, we are compatible with QuickTime format (such as movies that can be viewed on an iPod). 

Miner’s Journal

Students can create a miner’s journal into which they will make first person entries.  Students will pretend that they are miners who are traveling to California to experience the gold rush.  Journal entries should describe the trip to California, what the gold fields are like once they arrive, and how they choose to try to make their fortune.  In addition to describing events, journal entries should also reflect the feelings that the miner is experiencing.  Students will need to make up a name and background for themselves (as a miner).  Each entry should begin with a date.  Students are free to skip amounts for time between entries (i.e. the first entry could be on January 18 and the next entry might be on February 23).  The year in which the journal begins should be 1849 – the official year of the gold rush.
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