Coming to California


Do you know when your family first arrived in California? What was life like in California and in the world? Where did they live? What did they do? This is your opportunity to find out!


Over the next few weeks you will learn about your relatives and their experiences when first coming to California. You will make a time capsule capturing what life was like at that time by interviewing a member of your family. You will then share the information learned with your classmates.

The Interview


Choose a family member to interview who was either the first to move to California or who knows details of those family members who came earlier. Write at least ten questions that you will ask that person. These questions should seek answers to the 5 W’s (Who, What, Where, When, and Why) and help you gather information for the time capsule. You will need to turn in the 10 questions on Wednesday, September 29 for Mrs. McConnell’s approval.


Using the questions you have written you will interview the family member and write a report containing both the questions and the answers. When you are writing the answers, please write from the third person point of view (like you are talking about someone else) not from first person point of view (like you are talking about yourself).   (See information on the back of this sheet.) The report is due on Wednesday, October 13.

The Time Capsule and Oral Report


For the time capsule, select at least three items that show what life was like when your family came to California. Do your best to get the item. If that is impossible, draw or make a sample of it. An object can represent an important event going on in the world or in California; it can be a fad, a new invention, or anything significant from that time. For instance, a current fad is the iPod. If a family came to California in the year 2009, an iPod might be put in the time capsule. An item can also symbolize why your family came to California. I would include a set of textbooks in my time capsule because when my parents moved to California my father was going to college and my mother was working at a local university. All the items that you choose, must be able to fit in a grocery bag.

After you have chosen the objects, write a paragraph about each item.  The paragraph should describe what the object is and why you chose it for the time capsule.  Use a separate index card for each item, and write the information in neat, cursive handwriting.  You should also have a notecard on which you have written an introduction for your presentation base on information from your report. You will bring your time capsule (items and notecards) to school on Friday, November 5.  Your oral report should last between 3 and 5 minutes.  Practice your oral report at home, so you are prepared.
Due Dates:

Ten interview questions: Wednesday, September 29, 2010
Report from family interview: Wednesday, October 13, 2010
Oral report with time capsule: Friday, November 5, 2010
