Character Study

   
For your character study you will need to read a fictional story that has a main character that you find interesting.  Before starting your book please check with Mrs. McConnell to make sure that it will be appropriate for this book report.

The character study will be four pages long.  It can either be typed or written in your best cursive handwriting.  

It is due on Wednesday, February 23.

Page 1:  Begin with a title page.  Your title page needs to include the following information: a heading with your name, date, and subject; the title of your book (underline); the author of your book; and the full name of the character.

Page 2:  The second page of your character study will be an interview with your character.  Pretend that you have had a chance to meet your character and ask him/her questions. 

Think of at least 5 questions to ask you character, and after each question write 

an answer that you think your character would give.  Your questions and answers should give the reader a glimpse of your character’s personality/strengths/problems/etc.

For example, if my character was Peter Hatcher from Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, I might ask:

Question:
Peter, if you could wish for anything what would it be?

Answer:
I would wish that my brother, Fudge, were the same age as me.  If he were nine instead of three we could have fun playing together, and he wouldn’t always be messing up my things.  Right now it seems like my parents care more about Fudge than me because he’s just a little kid.  If he were my age then he wouldn’t always be getting special treatment.

Page 3:  On the third page of your character study you will choose at least 5 character traits which you think best describe your character.  Listed below are some character traits from which you can choose (or you can come up with your own.)

Eager, efficient, enthusiastic, firm, forgiving, friendly, gentle, healthy, honest, humble, imaginative, individualistic, intelligent, kind, easy-going, energetic, fair, flexible, frank, generous, good-natured, helpful, hopeful, humorous, independent, industrious, inventive, likable, logical, methodical, motivated, optimistic, precise, purposeful, reliable, responsible, sensible, sincere, spontaneous, tenacious, trustworthy, wary, loyal, modest, open-minded, practical, prudent, realistic, resourceful, self-confident, serious, sociable, strong-willed, thorough, versatile, witty (list from Scholastic Professional Books)

After you choose traits which describe your character you will need to (1) look up in a dictionary the definition of each trait you have chosen and write it down, (2) below each definition write a sentence that uses the word and explains why it describes your character.  (Underline the word when you use it in the sentence.)

For example:

Reliable – fit to be trusted or relied on: dependable, trustworthy

Peter is very reliable because he is often willing to help his parents when Fudge is being difficult.

Page 4:  On the last page of your character study you will evaluate your character by creating a “report card”.  Instead of receiving grades for subjects like spelling and math, you will grade your character on different behaviors he/she has shown in the book.  Write a comment to go along with each grade that explains why that grade was given.  At least 5 behaviors should be listed on the report card.  Some behaviors might be positive attitude, helpfulness, thoughtfulness, ability to solve problems, friendliness, patience, and honesty.

For example: 

Report Card

Character:  Peter Hatcher





Age:
          9

A   
Outstanding

B   
Good

C  
Satisfactory

D  
Needs some improvement

F  
Needs major improvement

Behavior

Grade


Comments
Patience

B-


Peter loses his temper with Fudge when







does something really bad (like ruining







his school report or messing around 







with his pet turtle), but he is pretty good







about putting up with Fudge’s temper







tantrums.

